
SAINT DAVIDôS 

Visions 
 

Mission Statement 
As a visible sign of Godôs presence in the world, St. Davidôs Church is a welcoming and diverse com-

munity of disciples, actively serving Christ in one another and all those beyond our doors 
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CHRISTMAS EVE  5:00 PM - FESTIVAL HOLY EUCHARIST  

 

CHRISTMAS DAY  10:00 AM - CHRIST MASS 

 

1 CHRISTMAS DECEMBER 26 10:15 AM  - FESTIVAL OF CHRISTMAS  

LESSONS  AND CAROLS WITH HOLY COMMUNION  

 

2 CHRISTMAS JANUARY 2  8:00 AMðHOLY EUCHARIST  

10:15 AMðHOLY EUCHARIST  

Celebrating 50 Years of Caring & Sharing 

(973) 838 -  6696   www.stdavidskinnelon.org   david.desmith@stdavidskinnelon.org 



  On My Heart and Mind  

Dear Saints of St. Davidôs, 

 

The Advent seasonôs message isnôt pretty, but it is powerful.  In order to hear 

it, we must listen to the prophets of old.  Invariably, those messengers of God 

were living close to the height of an empire which meant conquered nations.  

They spoke truth to power which was most often about the empire coming to a 

crumbling end.  To their own people the prophets brought reassurance of 

Godôs justice and their own future freedom: hope for an oppressed people. 

 

In Advent, we too hope, and our hope too takes a political form.  We believe 

that the baby born in lowly circumstances grew up to preach liberation to the captives, sight to the blind, for-

giveness of debt.  The message of this and other prophets is simple and direct: Be comfortedðthe powers of 

this world stand under judgment.  God hears the cry of the poor.  In Advent, Christians remember that God not 

only hears the cry of the poor, but is born one of the poor time and again.  Jesus lived among suffering people.  

This was not God enthroned, listening from a distance to wails of the suffering.  No, God-with-us was with the 

wailing of the crowds, healing, comfortingðand challenging.  God is in our very human nature and lives in 

this dirty, lovely world.  God cares profoundly about what happens to every human, every sparrow, every 

shrimp and sea worm.  This is our hope. 

 

Hope is not optimism.  Advent hope, the hope of Jesus and the prophets, is not the belief that everything will 

work out for us if we just believe.  Advent hope is that the power of the empire will be overthrown and the 

poor will be able to live their lives in peace and plenty. 

 

Advent hope is not that a pretty baby will appear in the manger and sales will rise and the economy will resur-

rect.  Advent hope is that empire will fall:  empires, with their idolatry, their gluttony, their pollution, their 

wars, their intrigue, their murder, and their weapons.  Advent hope is that we will transform our mindsð

which will then require us to transform our world.  Advent hope is that our own empires will fall, and our own 

idolatry cease. 

 

We live in an empire that seems to be crumbling.  From the Gulf gusher to floods of coal and ash to radioac-

tive residue, we defile Godôs creation.  We use our brains to create weapons of mass destruction; we build 

drones to chase down fleeing people.  We seek national power rather than the common good.  Like the em-

pires of old, we do this in the name of keeping order in the world.  When empires fall, it isnôt pretty.  Jesus and 

the prophets remind us of that. 

 

Still, in Advent we dare to hope.  Advent leads to Christmas.  At Christmas we celebrate a baby who became a 

political refugee, grew up to preach Godôs love, and was executed as a rebel.  His life was a failure, his fol-

lowers scattered, his hope for a new community crushed to dust.  And then it all turned around.  Our Advent 

hope is this:  All empires are under judgment.  Out of death comes life.  Godôs will is shalom.  The one who 

loses life will save it. 

 

The manger leads to the cross, to the empty tomb, to the upper room.  And the upper room becomes an empty 

room when the Spirit fills us so that we are transformed and offer our lives in love for others. 

 

Advent blessings of hope, Christmas peace and plenty to all. 

 

David+ 

 

(973) 838 -  6696     parishadmin@stdavidskinnelon.org   david.desmith@stdavidskinnelon.org 



THE ADVENT WREATH, made by Polly Barker and  

magnificent as always, is given in memory of  

         James and Eula Whitehead and  

                  Harry Sr. and Myra Barker .    

         It was hung in place for Advent 1, November 28th. 

       

 

Dear Santa, 

 

We have been good.  Honest!  Please bring us the following for Christmas: 

 

ALTAR GUILD MEMBERS who take care of the altar and help us prepare for our services. 

 

HOSPITALITY MINISTERS who officially greet our guests on Sunday mornings. 

 

GOOD SHEPHERDS who take the Sunday altar flowers to our homebound members. 

 

You can notify us or the Rector if you can help fill our Christmas list. 

 

THANK YOU!  

Worship Team Leaders: Pat Crane, Stacey Ferraro, Kathy Kent, John Simonelli 

 

THE BOXES ARE FILLING UP!  

 
¶ The North Porch ones on the pew are for baby suppliesðlotion, oil, powder, shampoo, wipes, formula dis-

posable diapers, even clothing. 

 

¶ The North Porch ones under the stairs are for gifts for siblings of the infants.  They should be wrapped and 

marked for size, gender and age. 

 

¶ There are two boxes for Strengthen Our Sisters.  One is for caps, scarves, mittens, gloves and socks for the 

children.  The other on the table is for the womenðcosmetics, beauty items, óprettiesô to make their lives 

less drab. 

 

¶ The cards on the Giving Tree (from Kohlôs, Target, Walmart), placed in blank envelopes, will be given to 

the families using the food pantry to use for the children. 

 

THE INGATHERING WILL BE ON DECEMBER 12  

 

CHRISTMAS FOOD BASKETS for the Kinnelon Food Pantry are most welcomed!  They should contain 

items for breakfast, lunch and dinner (no turkeys).  A gift card for fresh items would be a thoughtful addition.  

Bring them to Boro Hall by December 13.  Let Gail know youôre making a basketðcall her at 973-838-5403 x 

5. 



Average Attendance 
November 2009                November 2010 

78                                     80 

Outreach 
AGAIN THIS YEAR the offering collected through the special Christmas envelopes included with pledge 

envelopes has been designated for our various outreach programs.  The Vestry is sending Christmas greetings 

to those on their lists and included will be a special envelope for those who do not have pledge ones, so every-

one will have the opportunity to make a special gift. 

TO ENHANCE  your observation of Advent and Christmas, there are seasonal pamphlets in the narthex tract  

rack.  Help yourself! 

ITôS THAT TIME OF THE YEAR AGAIN!  As in the past the treasurer 

is counting on all outstanding pledge payments coming in during December 

so all the outstanding bills can be paid.  The treasurer hopes to be smiling on 

December 31!  PLEASE NOTE:  The boxes of 2011 envelopes will be 

available by the end of the month. 

 

 

 

 

¶  CAROLINE MOSSIP and JOHN SIMONELLI for the reception following the Inter-faith  

 Thanksgiving Service. 

 

*  POLLY BARKER for holding the Advent Wreath workshop. 

 

¶  THE NIMBLE-FINGERED CRAFTERS who fashioned the large number of lap robes/afghans  

 donated to Van Dyk Nursing Home. 

Treasurerôs  

Report 

U.T.O. THE UNITED THANK OFFERING INGATHERING will take place the 

end of January.  If you donôt have a box and want one during this special season of giving, they are also in the 

tract rack. 

THE SPECIAL ENVELOPES  for contributions toward the Christmas decorations will be  

in the pews on December 5, 12 and 19.  Both memorials and thank offerings are appropriate 

ðjust be sure to clearly write the first and last names on the envelopes.  They will be  

printed in the Christmas bulletins.   

The deadline is December 20! 

 ATTENTION!  

A BUDGET FORUM has been scheduled for Sunday, December 12, at 11.45 am.  You will receive the facts 

and figures the week beforeðcome with your questions. 



 

READERS CIRCLE BOOK GROUP  
      

                                  December 6th Book Selection   

                                       
                                       Away From Her, Al ice Munro 
                                      3ÔȢ $ÁÖÉÄȭÓ 3ËÙÌÉÇÈÔ 2ÏÏÍȟ χȡσπ ÐÍȢ  

 

Kathy Kent will be leading the discussion of AWAY FROM HER, on December 6
th

.  This will 
be the last book for 2010.  The group will not meet in January, but  will resume on February 
7

th
, with LITTLE BEE, led by John Simonelli.  The book list for February through June is 

shown below.  All are welcome to join us at any time.   The Readers Circle meets on the first 
Monday of each month, October through June, at 7:30 pm in the skylight room.  Questions?  
Contact us at readerscircle@stdavidskinnelon.org  
 

    February             March         April        May     June 

                                     

   

With Sympathy Our condolences and prayers are extended to Mike Bianco on the 

death of his mother. 

Vestry Notes 
From the meeting of October 18 - 

 

¶ Welcomed Ed Horton as interim clerk. 

¶ Appointed the nominating committee for the various positions to be filled at next yearôs annual  

            meeting. 

¶ Approved the schedule of Christmas services. 

¶ Approved the 2011 diocesan pledge percentage (due to Newark by December 1). 

¶ Reviewed the arrangements for the Mutual Ministry Review on December 4. 

 

Budget vs. Actual for Period Ending October 31, 2010 

Receiptsð$25,570 / $26,782  Disbursementsð$17,400 / $19,659 

 

Each month the agenda and minutes are posted in the parish hall.  If you would like a copy, please contact 

the parish office. 

mailto:readerscircle@stdavidskinnelon.org
http://search.barnesandnoble.com/Little-Bee/Chris-Cleave/e/9781416593836/?itm=1&USRI=little+bee
http://search.barnesandnoble.com/booksearch/imageviewer.asp?ean=9780061147562
http://search.barnesandnoble.com/The-Imperfectionists/Tom-Rachman/e/9781588369741/?itm=2&USRI=tom+rachman
http://search.barnesandnoble.com/The-Help/Kathryn-Stockett/e/9781440697661/?itm=1&USRI=the+help


Faith in ActionðService Projects 

BONES FROM HOME 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Donations from MANY Parishioners! 

 

Karen Dunn 

Nancy Hammaker 

Mary Stuart Hawk 

Dale Pappas 

Christine Rudolphi 

Bob Ward 

Irene Williams 



Faith in ActionðService Projects 

NURSING HOME VISIT  
 

 

 

Harry Barker  

George Davis 

  Margherita Davis 

Pat Hodde 

Al Joseph 

Angela Joseph 

Susan McAdoo 

Barbara Negus 

Brenda Reinhard 

Judy Tattersall 

Ellen Temple 

Nancy Ward 



FAITH IN ACTION  

Dinner and Church Celebration 

 

 

 THANK YOU!  

  

 

Kathy Kent and John Simonelli  

 For chairing the dinner. 

 

Everyone who contributed food 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU!  

The Outreach Commission 

                                                                                   

Christine Rudolphiðchair 

Brenda Reinhard 

Marty Stanton                                                 

Barbara Zajac 



CLEAN -UP DAY! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
THANK YOU!  

To these hard-working parishioners, who raked, blew leaves, trimmed bushes and hauled the leaves and 

branches into the woods, making the church grounds neat and tidy for the fall season - 

 

Organizer Brian OôConnor, Harry Barker, John Hitchings, Caroline Mossip, Chris Snyder, Tom Snyder, Jake 

Stanton, Marty Stanton, and Harriet Stewart. 


